
16-Day Nepal Expedition: Tuesday November 12-27, 2018 
 

September 20, 2018    Trip cost is approximately CAN $3,700. Group size: 12-people maximum    9-seats filled. 3-seats available      
 

We are planning to re-visit Nepal in November 2018 to photograph in Kathmandu (cultural activities, 

Buddhist religious sites and ancient Patan and Baktipur); in Pokhara (local landscape, city, lake and the 

Annapurna mountain range); and Chitwan National Park (jungle walks, and elephant and jeep 

excursions). November is a great time to visit Nepal with calm, clear skies and warm days and nights.  

 

Prayer Flags: Kathmandu 

Kathmandu has recovered for the most part from a devastating 2015 earthquake and many important 

historical sites and religious monuments have been repaired and re-built, although areas of the city 

and many local villages are still in the reconstruction stage. We can enjoy/observe (and photograph) 

the markets, historical sites, colourful monuments and friendly Nepali people, including the palaces 

and temples of Patan and Baktipur, before moving on to Pokhara and the Annapurna Mountain 

Range, the highlight of the trip. 

 

Annapurna Range 

 

Fishtail Peak: Annapurna Range 
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In Pokhara we can photograph the massive snow-capped Annapurna Range directly from our hotel, 

one of the best viewpoints in the city, parasail from Sarangkot for a view of the Pokhara valley below, 

fly by ultralight into the snow caps and over Fishtail peak (Annapurna range) or make a short 3-day 

trek to Poon Hill, with all four activities offering wonderful photogenic views of the mountains, lakes 

and valleys of the region. And, if you so desire and feel the need for further adventure, you can ride-

slide-glide at up to 100 km per hour on a 5900 feet long zip line, with a 1968-foot vertical drop (It 

claims to be the longest although the record goes to the one in Mexico's Copper Canyon, stretching 

over 8,350 feet, although it only drops 1500-feet, 468 feet less than the one in Pokhara).  

 

 

Indian One Horned Rhino 

There are three ways to visit the Chitwan Game Sanctuary in search of the elusive Bengal Tiger (which 

is very seldom spotted in the winter season) and the much more common Indian One Horned Rhino 

which can usually be encountered in the tall elephant grass or marshy lowland of the park, or even in 

the front yard of our hotel. We can jungle walk with a park warden and/or drive by four-wheeled 

vehicle, or use the other preferred method for locating wildlife in the reserve: on the back of an 

elephant, an excellent vantage point to search the high grass for tiger (maybe not), wild boar, wild 

buffalo and, of course, rhinos, the usually docile giant whose DNA can be traced back to the 

prehistoric 9-foot tall Elasmotherium, and the 15-foot tall Paraceratherium of 30-million years ago.  

 Current cost for this 16-day trip is CAN $3,700.00 (dependent on group size, the Canadian dollar 

value and costs for ultralight flights and paragliding). This covers international and domestic travel, 

bed and breakfast based on double occupancy in three/four-star equivalent hotels. Single supplement 

is available at additional cost. Entrance fees/passes into sites, touring not listed on the itinerary and 

expenses of a personal nature, are not included. Please email if you are interested, 

info@dimackay.com and we can discuss the details and provide more information about the trip 

(bookings, payments, international flights, etc.). Hotel accommodations and flights need to be 

finalized very soon. Maximum group size is 12 people. Current group size is at the top of the page   
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Day 1 Nov 12 

Monday 

Travel. Depart from Toronto 10:00a, Monday, November 12, 2018 (Air Canada) 

Day 2 Nov 13 Travel.  Arrive Kathmandu, Nepal 10:05p. Transfer for overnight at the 

Shambaling Boutique Hotel. Afternoon free to explore or relax. 

Day 3 Nov 14  After breakfast tour Boudhanath Stupa , then on to Swayambhunath monkey 

temple (usually very lively and colourful) and end the afternoon at Kathmandu 

Darbar Square. Walk up to Thamal (lively backpacker's area) for a look around 

and maybe have dinner at one of the many restaurants or return to our hotel. 

Overnight at the Shambaling Boutique Hotel 

Day 4 Nov 15 After breakfast drive to historic Patan and Baktipur Darbar Square and spend 

most of the day exploring the two ancient sites. If time permits in the late 

afternoon and early evening explore the city in the area closer to our hotel. 

Overnight at the Shambaling Boutique Hotel 

Day 5 Nov 16 Visit the Thamal market in the early morning to try out some of the interesting 

local breakfast items (possibly on a foody tour?) usually very lively and colourful. 

Free afternoon to explore or shop. There will not much time to do so in 

Kathmandu on our return. Overnight at the Shambaling Boutique Hotel 

Day 6 Nov 17 Travel. After breakfast drive to the airport for a short 25-minute flight to Pokhara 

Departure at 11:10a. Arrival in Pokhara at 11:35a. Check into Raniban Resort for 

overnight. Explore the immediate area located high above the city and Phewa 

Lake. After dinner (at the hotel or somewhere else) from the best viewpoint in 

Pokhara, the front garden of the hotel, watch and photograph the dramatic 

sunset over the Annapurna range.   

Day 7 Nov 18 We will only stay at the Raniban today and can explore on our own or relax at 

the hotel and enjoy the view. Rise early to view and photograph the sunrise over 

Annapurna from the front garden. Walk over to the Peace Pagoda or down to 

the lake for an optional boat ride. If there is no traffic on the water, there could 

be mountain reflections. Spend overnight at Raniban Resort. 

Day 8 Nov 19 Pack up this morning and transfer down to a city hotel near the lake. After we 

leave our luggage we have a city tour planned for today. As well we will need to 

decide what to do on a second tour day with car and driver: optional paragliding 

and/orultralight flight into the snow caps, exploring the town with guide or on 

our own and ending the day with a sunset trip/view to Sarangkot. Return to the 

hotel/city for dinner. Later it may be a possible to photograph Annapurna's 

reflection in the lake in the evening maybe even with the stars as a backdrop. 

Overnight at Hotel Pokhara Grand. 
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Day 9 Nov 20 Carry out what we have planned for the day: do the standard 30 minute tandem 

parasail or a longer 90 minute cross-country tandem one from Sarangkot. 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3tGJXAG8e8); 

an ultralight flight over the city or a longer one into the whitecapped Annapurna 

range. Explore and photograph city activity and possibly drive to interests 

outside of the area – other lakes, waterfalls, different Annapurna view, etc. Find 

an interesting restaurant for dinner. Overnight at Hotel Pokhara Grand. 

Day 10 Nov 21 Free last day in Pokhara - explore, view, shop. Maybe drive to the Peace Pagoda 

for a last Annapurna sunset and evening/nighttime view with the stars. 

Overnight at Hotel Pokhara Grand. 

Day 11 Nov 22 Travel. In the morning drive back towards Kathmandu to Chitwan National Park, 

home of the Indian Rhino. Check into our hotel for overnight (A little rustic, but 

on the river for best views of rhinos and other wildlife directly from the hotel.) 

There may be an opportunity to visit the park for a late afternoon wildlife tour 

(jeep or elephant). Overnight at Jungle Wildlife Camp 

Day 12 Nov 23 After breakfast take a wildlife safari into the reserve. There are tigers, which are 

seldom seen except in the early summer, but rhino, deer, wild boar, peacock and 

deer can be plentiful. Afternoon is free to wander into town or relax. Overnight 

at Jungle Wildlife Camp 

Day 13 Nov 24 After breakfast wander, explore the town, pay another visit to the wildlife park or 

relax till midafternoon. Then drive back to Kathmandu for overnight in Thamal. 

In the evening walk around the area and locate a nice restaurant for dinner. 

Overnight at the Oasis Hotel. 

Day 14 Nov 25 Travel. Spend this last day exploring the city or relaxing at our hotel. Drive to the 

airport after dinner for departure to Hong Kong at 11:15p. We will keep our 

rooms at the Oasis Hotel till we transfer to the airport at about 8:00p. 

Day 15 Nov 26 

Monday 

Arrive in Hong Kong at 5:50a and transfer to the Ovolo Southside by regular taxi. 

Official check in is 2:00p, but maybe earlier if the rooms are available. We can 

leave our luggage and have breakfast and tour the city by foot or bus or subway, 

etc., or walk down to the sampan rentals and take a sampan drive around the 

bay, eat at the local Indian restaurant and return to the hotel, whatever. Happy 

Hour is from 5-8 in the hotel restaurant or rooftop bar. Overnight at the Ovolo. 

Day 16 Nov 27 

Tuesday 

After breakfast spend the morning touring of relaxing. Depart from Ovolo 

Southside at 12:30p for Hong Kong airport by regular taxi. Depart from Hong 

Kong at 4:30p.  Arrive back in Toronto at 6:20p. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3tGJXAG8e8

